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while the child began to show curiosity about her
mother's unwonted absences at night. At the end of her
first week's work, therefore, Marie moved to quarters
recommended by Sonia Stanin. At first, Madame
Mociusko was peeved at Marie's removal, but the
thought that she would be able to rule supreme over
Olga, and dictate to Freda how the child should be
brought up, soon consoled the kind-hearted Jewess,
who was as devoted to the embryo pianist as though the
young pianist were her own grandchild.
When pla.nn.ing the programme in which The fountain
of "Bacchus was to feature as star turn, Vronsky retained
in the first part the Titian Gallery and Amor and Psyche,
for the Grand Duke wished to see these items again.
To make the performance of the requisite length, one
hour-and-a-quarter for Part I, and one hour for Part IE,
Boris selected another new item, a fantastic setting of the
Underworld in Gluck's Orpheus, with Lola Scheidermann,
a mezzo-soprano, in the title role. Her singing thrilled
the packed house, while every pair of opera glasses was
raised when the wonderful dances of the Furies and the
Happy Shades were in progress. Their seductive forms
and alluring curves suggested that a Hades peopled with
such radiant bodies of aphrodisiac charm, would be far
more attractive than any paradise of bloodless angels.
Though Grafburg theatre-goers, like all good Germans,
enjoyed snacks at the numerous bars, without which no
Teutonic theatre is complete, they had all finished
their sausages, Sauerkraut* Schnitzel* and beer before
the first warning bell reminded them that The Fountain
of Bacchus was about to be revealed. The programmatic
description of this turn was cryptic, and gave a final
polish to the sharp edge of curiosity whetted by numerous
rumours and counter-rumours. The only information
vouchsafed was that the scene would be laid in the house
1 Pickled cabbage.
3 Cutlets.